


OMISSIONS REVELATIONS
+

SARAH KRETCHMER



Sarah Kretchmer is a multi-disciplinary creative professional whose work includes figurative oil paintings, short conceptual films, 

hand-drawn animations and mixed media abstractions.  

Throughout the years, much of Kretchmer’s work has explored layers of meaning and changing realities. This began with 

Phantasmagorical, an interactive art piece that told a story in a non-linear fashion and intentionally left gaping holes for the 

audience to fill in. Kretchmer explored this idea further with her short film entitled Self Portrait. In the film, she recorded different 

areas of her face on different days, and then collaged the footage together to create a face that is hers, yet completely out of sync. 

Her most recent work, Omissions + Revelations, continues the theme of impermanence and hidden meaning through multiple 

layers of paper and paint on canvas. 
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Other work by Kretchmer examined themes of a much more permanent nature. The series Guns & Butter featured stencils of 

guns and wedding cakes spray-painted in silver onto brightly colored canvases to draw attention to our society’s glamorization of 

self-destructive behaviors. In addition, many of her short films and hand-drawn animations dealt with topics of war, sickness and 

death. Kretchmer’s provocative short film Respire depicted a woman in a gas mask desperately trying to breathe. The film went 

viral and has been viewed over 34,000 times.  

Born and raised in the suburbs of Chicago, Kretchmer holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the College of Fine and Applied 

Arts at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She currently resides in Chicago’s West Town neighborhood.
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From a distance, Sarah Kretchmer’s series Omissions + Revelations appears to be a collection of evocative, well-composed 

abstract paintings with bold strokes, rich textures and a striking use of color. Indeed, Kretchmer’s mixed media abstractions are 

all those things. 

But upon closer examination, one can see the meticulous attention to detail, the painstaking process of applying layer after layer 

of paper and paint, and the methodical excavation of the surface to reveal portions of what lies beneath. Some pieces have as 

many as 50 layers, with each layer telling its own story of color and texture before drying and then being covered by another layer 

of paper and paint. Once a substantive surface is built up, Kretchmer goes to work omitting and revealing certain aspects of the 

piece by deliberately sanding, peeling and slashing away layers. Finally, she carefully details and touches up her work to create the 

completed piece. Kretchmer describes the finished work like a story that has been passed down, taking on new embellishments 

and morphing from what it once was while retaining elements of the original.
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Omissions + Revelations was inspired by the story an old building tells through its many layers of paint, slowly building up over time, 

then peeling away to reveal a glimpse of the past. Kretchmer’s work is also analogous to the way a person builds up a lifetime of 

experiences and defensive walls, only to peel away those layers to particular people at select times—slowly revealing their history, 

thoughtfully exposing their secrets and methodically sharing aspects of themselves, but always carefully keeping a portion of the 

story hidden through the omission of certain details.   

Just like getting to know a person, becoming fully acquainted with a Kretchmer painting takes time—and the more time you spend 

with her work, the more it reveals. With each meeting, you discover another layer, notice a nuance of color and develop a greater 

appreciation for the way Kretchmer brings order and composition from chaos to tell a story. One of the most brilliant things about 

Kretchmer’s latest work is that there are multiple interpretations of that story, which makes each piece not only mesmerizing to 

the eye, but also the mind.

– Rachael Wert

7      



Glasser, 20”x20”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Dark Nancy, 20”x20”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Untitled, 20”x20”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Prescription Worth 1,000 oz. of Gold, 20”x20”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Reanimator, 36”x36”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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The Zinger, 20”x20”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Blue Metal, 12”x24”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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The Feast of All Sick, 20”x42”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Selig, 20”x41”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Sequins for Coins, 24”x12”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Joan of Arc, 26”x26”, mixed media on canvas, 2010
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The Firehouse at Dawn, 20”x20”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Seven Days of Silence, 12”x24”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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Demolition Is a Lonely Job, 20”x20”, mixed media on canvas, 2009
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For more information, please visit

www.sarahkretchmer.com






